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Decision/action requested

Discuss the eNB-NMS direct access for SON
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Rationale

In [R1], the Requirement REQ-SON-CON-005 for a direct access to the eNB from the NMS -without going through a NEM layer- is defined for SON. This direct access shall be based on XML standardized protocols (REQ-SON-CON-006).
In this contribution, it is proposed to discuss this direct access. Depending on SA5 discussion and decision, a new Work Item for the new interface can be proposed.
4
Detailed proposal

In order to fully define a direct access from the NMS to the eNB, the following aspects have to be defined:

· The network resource  modelling,
· The protocol,
· The interface (actions, events, etc).

4.1. Network resource Model
The same NRM than the one defined for SON management through the Northbound interface shall be used, whether it is a SON dedicated one or the update of the E-UTRAN’s one [R3] is FFS. As all the NRM IRP have a XML definition, they are suitable for a XML based protocol.
4.2. Protocol

As stated in REQ-SON-CON-006 in [R1], this eNB-NMS direct access for SON should use existing XML based standardized protocols.
Some of the advantages of using XML based protocol are:

· Usage of existing standardized  protocols,
· Usage of well adopted XML language,
· XML based documents are easily understandable, can be easily manipulated and can be easily extended.

The disadvantages are the same that indicated in [R4] in §4.3.
4.3. Interface

In order to be consistent, all the SON specific Operations and Notifications defined on the northbound interface have to be defined for this new interface. Some adaptation concerning the scope of the Operations can be expected to be needed to be compatible for a single eNB (for example a software download might be requested for a set off eNB on the northbound interface, while it is boundled to a single eNB on this new interface).
