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The NGN Management Focus Group would like express its support for the work that TMF, ETSI TISPAN WG8 and 3GPP SA5 plan to undertake to harmonize XML-based management solutions for the manager to manager interface
.

Similar to other harmonization activities we have supported, we would like to encourage you to meet jointly, in person if possible, to maximize the effectiveness of the harmonization efforts. We would also like to encourage you to decompose the problem space into its different components and to look at each one separately. From our perspective, the following are some of the potential divisions:

· Methodology

· Best Practices

· Design guidelines 
· Repertoires for XML Specifications (for example W3C’s WSDL and XSD and specific work such as  ITU-T’s tML, TMF’s MTOSI, etc)
· Architecture

· Protocol-neutral architecture (NGN Management Architecture, for example)

· Architecture Principles (SOA and communication patterns, for example)

· Protocol-specific architecture (Web services, for example)
· Data Models

· Specification Method (XML Schema, for example)

· How they relate to the protocol-neutral data models (information models)
· Protocols

· Protocol Operations

· Level  of granularity

· Set of operations

· Protocol Stacks

· Secure and interoperable

Also, in the spirit of harmonization, we suggest you look to maximize reuse of existing work from bodies such as W3C and OASIS and that you consider whether other management standards or organizations should also be brought into these discussions.
Please keep us updated regarding these harmonization activities. Where appropriate, we would be willing to co-sponsor and advertise on our mailing list any such activity.
� For the network element interface, the NGN Management Focus Group has identified IETF’s Netconf as a solution.
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