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1. Overall Description:

3GPP SA5 thanks ITU-T SG-4 for the liaison on Management Interface Specification Methodology regarding M.3020 methodology.

SA5 will evaluate the suggested amendments regarding requirements and use case improvements.

as we have recognized that our requirements specifications could benefit from method improvements.

The proposed requirements taxonomy may be helpful in this endeavour.

We also recognize that making it easier to share work between standards bodies, having shared levels of understanding must be beneficial to the telecommunications industry.

SA5 offers the following comments on use case templates.

Use cases were introduced to work task which were suffering from a lack of clarity in terms of scope. Use cases were used as a technique to explore the problem, and to home in to problems which needed additional specification work.

SA5 agrees that some elements of the use case templates could be considered as being mandatory.

We would however like to offer the following observation.

It is easy to be over prescriptive in forcing the use of template driven tools. We suggest that when ever a group runs into an issue or problem area trying to apply / comply with a template, that this may be indicative that the template does not align well with the problems being examined.

The originating authors are perhaps studying a different problem domain, and some aspects of the template may not be appropriate to every problem area.

We stress that the "tools" we use must be helpful, and that in any situation where more time is being expended  trying to understand how to use a tool, than developing the real system, then a more relaxed approach should be tolerated, especially where a project may be in the exploratory development phase.

SA5 will maintain SG4 with methodology improvements when they have been made.

2. Actions:

To ITU-T SG 4 group.

ACTION: 
For information
3. Date of Next SA5 Meetings:

	Meeting
	Week
	Date
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	SA5#45
	07
	13 - 17 Feb 2006
	Sophia Antipolis, FR
	ETSI

	SA5#46
	14
	3 - 7 Apr 2006
	FR or CN
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	SA5#47
	20
	15 - 19 May 2006
	Italy
	EF3
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	27
	3 - 7 Jul 2006
	Sophia Antipolis, FR
	ETSI

	SA5#49
	36
	4 - 8 Sep 2006
	US?
	NAF?

	SA5#50
	46
	13 - 17 Nov 2006
	Athens
	EF3


