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In order to support the introduction of the IMS, SA3 has defined a security architecture that includes the addition of a new logical entity on the UMTS UICC, which will contain parameters and keys specific to the IMS. SA3 have termed this entity the “ISIM”. The existing “USIM” is retained for conventional UMTS parameters. 

The separation of the USIM and the ISIM makes it technically possible in the UICC to have separate subscriptions to the IMS and the remainder of the UMTS system. However no requirements from SA1 have been raised on this subject. It is therefore proposed that from a service point of view that in release 5 SA1 defines a single “UMTS” subscription that includes both the IMS and the conventional UMTS parameters.

With a single UMTS subscription the USIM and the ISIM may still be logically separate but they may not be physically separated in release 5. The technical design may allow these two entities to be physically separated in future, but in the absence of specific service requirements this is not the intention. 

SA1 is asked to agree that in release 5 there should be a single UICC that contains both the IMS and normal GSM/UMTS subscription information. This would leave the other groups in 3GPP free to choose any technical solution (including the possible use of a logical ISIM) that meets this requirement. Hence, it is proposed that a requirement be added in TS 22.228 that states, “In Release 5 the USIM and the ISIM shall reside on the same UICC.” Nortel is willing to provide a CR during this meeting if this is agreed.

