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1. Overall Description:

RAN WG2 would like to inform SA1, SA2 and RAN3 about the outcome of a discussion of the objective of the RAN WI on MBMS at the RAN2#26 meeting.

The Multimedia Broadcast Service from UTRAN point of view was seen by RAN WG2 to be similar to the Cell Broadcast Service in Release 99 whereas the Multicast Service was seen to require more studies on efficient multicast transmission techniques. Therefore it was proposed in RAN WG2 to split the RAN WI on MBMS into one part on the enhancement of broadcast and one part on the introduction of multicast in RAN and to work on both parts separately.

RAN WG2 has discussed the MBMS service requirements with respect to what may be necessary to be studied and specified in RAN. It is RAN2’s view, that it is not yet clear what the radio interface aspects of MBMS are and that there is a need to better understand the service requirements and the overall architecture before a clear understanding of the needed RAN activities can proceed.
RAN WG2 also discussed SA1’s LS on retransmissions and acknowledgements in MBMS (S1-011236), in which guidance from RAN2 on the feasibility of acknowledgements within MBMS on the air interface was requested. It was not clear to RAN WG2 what purpose acknowledgements without retransmissions could have other then charging purposes and whether SA WG1 would be expecting air interface acknowledgements to be carried to the core network. Therefore clarification of the corresponding service requirements is required before RAN WG2 can answer SA1’s questions.  

RAN WG2 would like to invite SA1, SA2 and RAN3 to a one day joint meeting held in parallel to the RAN2#27 meeting in February in Orlando (Florida, USA). The objective of the joint meeting should be to clarify the impact of the service requirements and the overall architecture to RAN’s work and to progress rapidly on MBMS.

2. Actions:

To SA WG1, SA WG2 group.

ACTION:
SA1 and SA2 groups are asked to provide clarification of what are the requirements to the radio interface that build the basis for further work in the RAN groups. 

To SA WG1, SA WG2 and RAN WG3 group.

ACTION: 
SA1, SA2 and RAN3 group delegates are requested to participate to the joint meeting on MBMS held in parallel to RAN2#27 meeting.

3. Date of Next RAN2 Meetings:

RAN2_27
18 – 22 February 2002
Orlando, FL, USA

RAN2_28
 8 – 12 April 2002

Kobe, Japan

