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T3 thank GSMA SCAG for the LS on GSM SIM on UICC in document SCAG Doc 55/01 (T3-010518). One of the basic requirements for the T3 work has been the interoperability between a 2G SIM and a 3G USIM on a UICC. 

A 2G Phase 2 SIM or later is accepted by a 3G Terminal for 2G/3G access as required by 3GPP specification TS 22.100.  

A 3G USIM application on a UICC used in a 3G terminal also provides the necessary functionality for access to a 2G network. The required commands and files for 2G access are supported by the USIM application. For inter-operation with 2G-only terminals a SIM application complying to TS 11.11/TS 51.011 has to be installed on the UICC.

If used in 2G terminals, the functionality and services of the USIM (e.g. phone book) would only be available to the user as envisaged by GSMA SCAG, if this 2G terminal would support the USIM application . T3 do not see any technical problems for a 2G terminal to do so, however, such a requirement is not existing.

It should be noted that recently the 3GPP have confirmed the following requirement: A 2G authentication is not to be permitted when roaming onto a 3G network with a USIM.  This means that if an operator starts issuing USIMs, even if their own network is 2G, they must have a 3G authentication centre for authenticating their subscribers if they roam onto a 3G network. Otherwise access will be denied by the ME according to 3GPP TS 33.102.

T3 have summarised the various aspects of interworking between 2G/3G MEs and 2G/3G ICCs in combination with the network (HLR/AuC, VLR/SGSN and BSS) in their technical report TR 31.900. All of these are based on service requirements defined by TSG SA1.

If GSMA SCAG would like to comment on these service requirements, then they will need to liaise with TSG SA1.

