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1. Overall Description:

RAN WG5 thanks CTIA OTA Working Group for their LS on Use of “Virtual SCell(s)” for CA Testing.

RAN WG5 discussed the possibility of utilizing a Virtual SCell approach for REFSENS performance of LTE CA scenarios. Unfortunately, the core specification defines the following in clause 7.3.1.A of 3GPP TS 36.101.
“The reference sensitivity is defined to be met with all downlink component carriers active and one of the uplink carriers active.”

RAN WG5 would like to inform the CTIA OTA Working Group that a similar Virtual SCell approach has already been specified for Signalling testing in the context of Carrier Aggregation. The Virtual SCell approach is specified in 3GPP TS 36.508 clause 6.3.3. The only difference from the proposed approach requested by CTIA is that MAC activation is not performed.
RAN WG5 may be able to consider a similar Virtual SCell approach as proposed by CTIA with the introduction of EN-DC NR with CA as performance in CA will need to be evaluated in an OTA measurement system for any NR operation in FR2. This will force the LTE CA evaluation in these combinations to also be evaluated in an OTA environment.
The RAN5 RF group needs more time to evaluate the usage of this method as it applies to EN-DC tests. The RF study would also need to determine if the measured performance on any one carrier is identical with or without using the Virtual SCell approach.   
RAN WG5 looks forward to further fruitful cooperation with the CTIA OTA Working Group.
2. Actions:
None.
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