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1. Overall Description:

RAN4 would like to thank RAN2 for the LS on LTE measurement gap patterns for SSTD measurement. As already stated in LS reply R4-1801080, RAN4 does not intend to introduce new Rel-15 measurement gap patterns for SFTD.

RAN4 has concluded on the mechanisms that will be used for acquiring inter-RAT SFTD for EN-DC capable UE. To serve the various scenarios, the following modes of UE operation are made available to the NW node:

· Measurements without gaps, whereby the UE searches for the inter-RAT NR neighbour cell over all possible timings until it finds a cell; and

· Measurements confined to gaps according to existing patterns provided by the network.

RAN4 has identified that for both options it will be advantageous for the UE (and the system as a whole) if the network node provides the following information in the measurement configuration:

· NR carrier frequency

· SMTC periodicity
· SCS

· Indication on whether the SFTD measurement is to be confined to configured measurement gaps

Furthermore, RAN4 has concluded that since the NR cells in a frequency layer are synchronous, the UE can report SFTD for the first cell it reliably detects. Since cells may be associated with different SSB bursts, and hence associated with different SMTC offsets, RAN4 suggests that the reporting includes PCI of the detected cell. Moreover, given that RAN4 will define side conditions for inter-RAT SFTD, while the network node may use this feature in an exploratory manner at least in the early deployment, it is desirable from power consumption point of view that the UE is given the option to signal that it has conducted a thorough search but failed to find any cell. RAN4 therefore suggests that the inter-RAT SFTD report comprises:

· In case of successful identification:
· SFTD

· PCI

· In case of unsuccessful indication:

· Indication of unsuccessful search
2. To RAN WG2 group. 

ACTION: 
RAN4 respectfully asks RAN2 to take the information provided in this liaison statement into account in the upcoming ASN.1 specification work.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG4 Meetings:

TSG RAN WG4 Meeting #86bis

April 16 – 20, 2018


Melbourne, Australia
TSG RAN WG4 Meeting #87

May 21 – 25, 2018


Busan, Korea
