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1
Introduction
The contributions [1] and [2] contains feedback from different companies on RAN4 related NR UE features and need for UE capability signaling and the summary of the email discussion. In this contribution we discuss how RAN4 should take into account the fact that Rel-15 has two specification freezes (drops); NSA drop in December 2017 and the complete Rel-15 specification drop in June 2018. In the contribution we also discuss couple of open UE feature items more in details as an example. 
2
Discussion 
Since Rel-15 NR specifications have two separate drops; 1) NR NSA December 2017 freeze and the freeze of complete Rel-15 NR specifications including NSA and SA, it is important to recognize that there will be differences in UE feature supports between the December and June drops. In most cases this means that the corresponding UE capability signaling is also needed even if a certain feature becomes mandatory in Rel-15 as the network needs to be able to differentiate these UEs with different feature sets. In case a feature is mandatory in Rel-15 with capability signaling, it corresponds to earlier FGI and IOT bits but nowadays RAN2 simply handles all the cases with the same capability signaling. 
19. Non-contiguous UL CP-OFDM
· This feature is already supported by the December 2017 drop of the specifications through bit map. As this is very basic L1 functionality, it should be supported in all Rel-15 NR UEs without any capability signalling. 

· RAN4 could limits the UE minimum requirements in the Rel-15 specifications to the almost contiguous resource allocations, which have rather similar out of band emission, EVM and in-band emission performances with nearly the same UE Tx output power as contiguous CP-OFDM UL transmissions. UE minimum requirements for the remaining non-contiguous UL CP-OFDM allocations could then be developed in Rel-16.
· This should be mandatory and no UE capability signaling is needed as the feature is already specified in the December 2017 NSA drop
8. “Support of UL sharing from UE perspective”
· This feature has not yet been specified and thus, not supported by the December 2017 specifications following the earlier RAN#77 prioritization approved in [3].

· Since not all Rel-15 NR UEs are able to support this feature (no specified in the Dec. version), it is necessary to define UE capability signalling so that the network knows which UEs support the feature and which not.

· It can be separately discussed e.g. in RAN if this feature should be mandatory with capability signalling once the feature is specified. 
3
Conclusions 

In this contribution we have discussed the importance of recognizing in the UE feature and capability signaling discussions that Rel-15 contains two separate specifications drops; Rel-15 NR NSA drop frozen in December 2017 and the complete Rel-15 specification drop to be frozen in June 2018. These two different specification drops means that the UEs based on the December and June specification version may have different feature sets. In order for the network to handle each UE correctly it is important that the network is able to differentiate these NR UEs with different feature sets. Therefore, if certain feature is not yet specified in the December specifications but it will be specified in the June version and this feature requires special handling from the network, UE capability signaling should be specified for such a feature. It can then be discussed separately if this feature should be mandatory or optional feature (with capability signaling).
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