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1 Introduction
At the RAN#72, study on new radio access technology has been approved [1]. In this contribution, we specifically discuss the necessity of the AH meeting(s) for the SI, the number and its timing. 
2 Discussion
RAN4 has been requested by WP 5D to provide RF parameters for sharing study until February. In principle, that means RAN4 have to complete the work on this by RAN4#81 (November 2016). The schedule, however, is quite tight since almost all the parameters as well as its co-existence simulation methodology to conduct co-existence study needed to be discussed. In addition, some of the parameters are RAN1 specification dependent. Thus, the time left to RAN4 to complete the work for agenda item 1.13 is quite limited.

As can be seen in the below Table for work plan without any AH(s), it would be quite challenging to obtain final results. Specifically, it is expected that reaching a consensus on simulation assumptions and methodology by October itself is quite challenging since almost everything is new and even if we reached the consensus on October, there would be only one meeting left to compare the simulation results based on common simulation assumptions in November. Thus, we believe that having an additional AH(s) is essential to complete the work. The candidate dates are late June 2016 and January 2017. 

In our understanding, January AH is definitely necessary since at that time, not only this WP 5D task but also other aspects need to be studied intensively since a number of potential issues have been identified in RAN4. The AH is, however, normally do not have the formal decision power so that we need to grant that power to the AH to send an LS to WP 5D. We expect that three days AH is necessary at least.

With respect to late June AH, it may be safer to have an AH to facilitate mutual understanding on several fundamental co-existence issues so that people can discuss and study the solutions internally between the June AH and August meeting further.  While if some high level agreements are not obtained in RAN4#79, the benefit or gain of the June AH may be less than we expect. Note that still we may consider that it is better to have the AH than not having just in case.

Considering the above, we propose the followings.
Proposal 1: At least have an AH in January 2017 for the SI.
Proposal 2: Discuss the necessity of late June 2016 AH considering the progress of the May 2016 meeting and other factors.
	Work plan without AH

	RAN4#79 (May 2016)

	· Co-existence
· Discuss and reach a consensus on high level assumptions such that scenarios (eMBB, mMTC, URLLC), environment (indoor, urban macro etc), power control,  etc.
· Discuss how to incorporate OTA method into co-existence study methodology if the OTA method is the only way.
· The other requested RF parameters  not directly related with co-existence
· Continue to discuss the other requested RF parameters by exchanging information with RAN1


	RAN4#80 (August 2016)

	· Co-existence
· Continue to discuss and reach a consensus on high level assumptions such that channel bandwidth, channel modeling (from the relevant SI), the detailed parameters  depending environment such as antenna height etc.
· Continue to discuss how to incorporate OTA method into co-existence study methodology if the OTA method is the only way.
· Discuss simulation results based on each company’s simulation assumptions and compare the outcome.
· The other requested RF parameters  not directly related with co-existence
· Continue to discuss the other requested RF parameters by exchanging information with RAN1

	RAN4#81BIS (October 2016)

	· Co-existence
· Reach a consensus on simulation assumptions other than OTA related.
· Reach a consensus on how to incorporate OTA method into co-existence study methodology if the OTA method is the only way.
· Continue to discuss simulation results based on each company’s simulation assumptions and compare the outcome.
· The other requested RF parameters  not directly related with co-existence
· Continue to discuss the other requested RF parameters by exchanging information with RAN1

	RAN4#82 (November 2016)

	· Co-existence
· Reach a conclusion based on each company’s simulation results based on common assumptions. And methodology. 
· The other requested RF parameters  not directly related with co-existence
· Reach a conclusion on the other requested RF parameters


3 Conclusion

Based on the above discussion, we propose the followings.

4 Proposal 1: At least have an AH in January 2017 for the SI.
5 Proposal 2: Discuss the necessity of late June 2016 AH considering the progress of the May 2016 meeting and other factors.
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