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1 Introduction

This contribution tries to clarify whether there is cases that MN could decide to change a bearer to another bearer type in case the SN request to release a bearer..
2 Discussion

In legacy LTE, if SeNB requests to release a bearer via SeNB Modification Required message, MN could decide to change the bearer to a MCG bearer via SeNB Modification Request message.

For EN-DC,two agreements have been made:

1) All bearer type change should be supported

2) MN decides the bearer type change 

So, based on the mechanism in LTE and the agreement for EN-DC scenario, if SN requests to release a bearer because of lack of resources, MN may decided to change it to another bearer type,e.g. from SN terminated SCG bearer to SN terminated MCG bearer or SN terminated split bearer.

Conclusion: Based on above discussion, it could be agreed that MN could initiate bearer type change procedure if SN request to release a bearer.

Proposal: It is proposed for RAN3 to consider the above scenario and update the spec accordingly. 
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