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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks CT4 for the LS on Clarification on GTP-U "Long PDCP PDU Number" extension header.

RAN3 would like to answer the questions provided from CT4

(1) Whether the existing definition of the “Long PDCP PDU Number” as ‘Comprehension Required’ causes any problem, especially with respect to the target eNB discarding the GTP-U packets when not supporting this header?

(Yes, it causes a problem that data forwarding to the target node not supporting long PDCP PDU header will unnecessarily be limited and cannot be performed. From RAN3 perspective, the target eNB doesn’t have to comprehend    long PDCP PDU Number header. And, whether to discard the PDCP PDU should be decided not by whether to comprehend the header but by the target eNB policy.
(2)  If so, whether CT4 should consider GTP-U changes to allow Long PDCP PDU Numbers to be sent without comprehension required and from which release.
(Yes, the change is required from RAN3 point of view. With regards to applicable release, Rel-13 is preferable as the issue has been existed since Rel-13 i.e. the introduction of the GTP-U extension header “Long PDCP PDU Number” 

2. Actions:

To CT4 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly requests CT4 to take the above information into account.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN3 Meetings:
TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #100
21st – 25th May 2018, Busan, Korea

TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting  AH-1807
2nd – 6th July 2018, Montreal, Canada
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