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1. Introduction

In the RAN2 NR Adhoc 1801 the following agreements were made: 

SA and NSA on the access link will be supported (For NSA on the access the relay is applied to the NR SCG path only)
4ii
Both NSA and SA for the backhaul links will be studied. (For both SA and NSA backhaul, we will not study backhaul traffic over the LTE radio interface). 

4iii
For both 4i and 4ii the priority within the NSA options will be to consider the EN-DC case but this does not preclude study for other NSA options.

4iv Further study of the possible combinations of SA and NSA access and backhaul is needed to fully determine the scope of what will be studied.
Several proposals have been provided in RAN3 #99, on Architecture and Requirements for IAB nodes. This contribution proposes to capture a Way-Forward agreement regarding how the IAB node may connect to the 3GPP network.    
2. Proposed Way-Forward
In this way forward we propose how the IAB nodes can connect to the core network in the case of SA and NSA based deployments. 
Proposed Way Forward: The following cases are captured as a RAN3 agreement:  
For IAB nodes, the following options are studied:
· Case 1 - Connection in Networks without NGC: The IAB nodes connects as a UE to EPC using EN-DC.
 
· Note: It has already been agreed in RAN2 NR AdHoc 1801 that there is no backhauling over LTE

· Case 2 – Connection in Networks with NGC: IAB nodes connect as a UE to NGC using NR
· Note: This can also be used when access UEs support option 3/3X

Note: Details of initial configuration/network attachment procedures for IAB nodes under the two core network cases are FFS.
The proponent companies propose to agree on the text above, and capture it in the draft TR 38.874, Study on Integrated Access and Backhaul, in section 5.1.4.     
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