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9.2.3.2.3
Data Forwarding

The following description depicts the data forwarding principles for intra-system handover (applicability to be confirmed for the indirect forwarding case).  

When “Lossless handover” is required the source NG-RAN node may include DRBs information for which PDCP SN status need to be preserved. The target NG-RAN node may send back to the source NG-RAN node one tunnel address per DRB for which it accepts the forwarding. One tunnel per PDU session may be setup for the forwarding of the new incoming packets of the PDU session. 

In case of no lossless data forwarding, the target NG-RAN node may send back to the source NG-RAN node one tunnel address for the PDU session to enable the source NG-RAN node to forward all the new incoming packets of the PDU session.

Handling of end markers

For intra-system handover, the source NG-RAN node receives one end marker packet per PDU session which it relays over the forwarding PDU session tunnel. If there is no PDU session forwarding tunnel, the source NG-RAN node duplicates as many end marker packets as forwarding DRB tunnels. 

