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1. Introduction

This paper captures the conclusions for the SI on CU-DU lower layer split for New Radio as discussed and agreed in R3-98.
4
Proposed conclusion for the SI
---------------------------------Change to TR38.816---------------------------------

7
Conclusion


The following is concluded:

· The Study on CU-DU lower layer split for New Radio has extended the analysis already carried out in the Rel14 Study on New Radio (NR) Access Technology [ref to Rel14 study]. An overall good and detailed amount of information has been produced regarding low layer split architecture options.
· RAN1  specifications themselves do not provide a single standardised functional model for a low layer split architecture, as functions which are specification transparent (e.g. beamforming) may be implemented at the base station (for both DL and UL) and RAN1 specifications do not specify base station receiver functionality (i.e. UL).
· Regardless, efforts were made during the study to consider possible implementations, and several lower layer split options were identified. However, actual implementations may be different due to various reasons (as outlined in Section 4.1). RAN3 could not converge on downselection of a single option.
· Further, from the attempt on fronthaul bandwidth evaluations, it can be observed that the fronthaul bandwidth depends greatly on the particular split option. But it can also be observed that fronthaul bandwidth depends greatly on radio configuration (e.g. system bandwidth, number of MIMO layers and antenna ports) too, and all of the identified lower layer split options are feasible depending on the particular radio configuration. .

· It is concluded that all identified low layer split options are technically feasible
· Based on the above, the following can be concluded: as of today, there is a preference for 3GPP to be open to all of the identified lower layer split options (and even further to the variants thereof). It appears difficult to converge on a single split option.
---------------------------------End of Change to TR38.816---------------------------------

