3GPP TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #98
R3-174941
Reno, Nevada, USA, 27 November - 1 December 2017
Title:
[Draft] LS on potential issue with periodical RNA update
Response to:
—
Release:
Rel-15
Work Item:
NR_newRAT-Core
Source:
Nokia
To:
RAN2
Cc:


Contact Person:


Name:
Philippe Godin
Tel. Number:
-
E-mail Address:
philippe.godin@nokia.com
Attachments:
1. Overall Description:

RAN3 discussed the following RRC_Inactive State scenario of periodic RNA Update at new gNB without anchor gNB relocation:
Whenever the gNB receiving the UE periodic RNA Update RRC message is different than the anchor gNB, this new gNB will inform the anchor gNB of this UE periodic notification. If the anchor gNB decides to not relocate the anchor function (e.g. seeing that the UE is NOT reaching the edge of the RNA) it is not clear to RAN3 how the new gNB can send the UE back to RRC Inactive State without the context being transferred over Xn to the new gNB. 
RAN3 would indeed prefer avoiding a systematic context transfer which leads to Path Switch Request every time a periodic RNA Update is received by a non anchor gNB. Therefore RAN3 has the following questions:
1/ how frequent can we expect a periodic RNA Update to hit a new gNB (i.e. different than the anchor eNB)?

2/if frequent, does RAN2 see a way for this new gNB to send back the UE to inactive state without transferring the context over Xn to the new gNB? 

2. Actions:

To RAN2 group:
ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly ask RAN2 to answer the questions above. 
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:
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