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1
Introduction

The approved WID on New Radio Access Technology [1] also contains work on 

For Dual Connectivity options:

-
E-UTRA-NR DC via EPC where the E-UTRA is the master (Option 3/3a/3x in TR 38.801 section 10.1.2);

The WayForward document in [2] presents quite some challenging timeline for completion of option 3, i.e. By March 2018: intermediate implementable version with frozen ASN.1 for Non-Standalone 5G NR eMBB accordingly.

So, this paper introduces, in an accelerated fashion, stage 3 for the Xx User Plane, as presented in a draft CR in [3] and describes the changes necessary to e.g. introduce the SCG split bearer option in TS 36.425..
2
Discussion

The protocol functions required for SCG split bearer are exactly the same as for split bearers, the SCG split bearer option only foresees that the nodes performing user plane protocol functions are different, i.e. the functions that are executed in the split bearer option at the MeNB are executed in the SCG split bearer option in the SenB etc. Therefore, it would be advantageous to generalise the procedural description and to change the terms for the involved E-UTRAN entities in the following way:

Taking the DL User Data procedure as an example, the MeNB would be the initiating node in case of the split bearer option, whereas the SeNB would initiate the DL User Data procedure if the SCG split bearer option is applied. It is proposed to change the names of the involved nodes from MeNB and SeNB to eNB hosting PDCP and corresponding eNB as shown below:



3
Conclusion
We have very shortly reviewed the current status of specification work on X2-U for option 3 and propose to discuss the draft CR provided in [3].
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