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	The maximum number of X2 links supported by an eNB implementation may be insufficient for the number of useful neighbors. Therefore, a mechanism is needed to enable controlled removal of X2 links that are still considered (at least nominally) useful/beneficial.

	
	

	Summary of change:
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Beginning of Text Proposal for TS 36.300
20.2.2.18
X2 Removal procedure

The purpose of the X2 Removal procedure is to perform the removal of X2 connectivity between two eNBs in a controlled manner. If the procedure is successful, the receiving eNB responds with the X2 REMOVAL RESPONSE message, after which both eNBs remove the X2 signalling connection between them and may release all associated resources. In case the receiving eNB cannot remove the X2 signalling connection (e.g. because of an ongoing procedure and/or due to local configuration), it responds with the X2 REMOVAL FAILURE message. The initiating eNB may include an X2 benefit level in the X2 REMOVAL REQUEST message to perform removal of a signalling connection whose implementation-specific benefit value is lower than the benefit level.
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Figure 20.2.2.18-1: X2 Removal procedure
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