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1   Introduction
In RAN3#89bis meeting, it was agreed to introduce an indicator in the Handover Request Acknowledge message and the SeNB Release Request message. However, the description about when to include the indicator in the stage 2 BL CR [1] and the current definition of the indicator in stage 3 BL CR [2] are not accurate. In this contribution, we mainly discuss in what situation it should include the indicator and how to define the indicator. 
2   Discussion
The purpose for introduction of an explicit indicator in the Handover Request Acknowledge message and the SeNB Release Request message which was agreed in RAN3#89bis meeting is to make the SeNB only release the UE context associated with the source MeNB in the inter-MeNB handover without SeNB change procedure. 
According to the stage 2 BL CR [1], the indicator is included in the Handover Request Acknowledge message and the SeNB Release Request message if the target MeNB and the SeNB decided to keep the UE context in the SeNB in the SeNB Addition Preparation procedure. Meanwhile, based on the stage 3 BL CR [2], the indicator is introduced to indicate that the UE Context at the SeNB is kept in case of inter-MeNB handover without SeNB change procedure. 
If the target MeNB decides to keep the SeNB, the target MeNB sends the SeNB Addition Request message to the SeNB including the SeNB UE X2AP ID. In our understanding, upon receipt of the SeNB Addition Request message, how to do the UE context between the SeNB and target MeNB totally depends on the SeNB’s implementation. One possibility is that, when receiving the SeNB Addition Request message, the SeNB uses the SeNB UE X2AP ID to find the UE context that was established by the source MeNB and modifies it as the UE context associated with the target MeNB. In the case, the indicator should be included in the Handover Request Acknowledge message and the SeNB Release Request message to let the SeNB only release the UE context associated with the source MeNB, i.e. the MeNB UE X2AP ID allocated by the source MeNB. Another possibility is that, on receipt of the SeNB Addition Request message, the SeNB identifies the UE context that was established by the source MeNB based on the SeNB UE X2AP ID, establishes the new UE context associated with the target MeNB and maintains the relationship between the UE context associated with the source MeNB and the UE context associated with the target MeNB. In the case, the indicator also should be included in the Handover Request Acknowledge message and the SeNB Release Request message to only release the UE context associated with the source MeNB in the SeNB which not only includes the MeNB UE X2AP ID allocated by the source MeNB, but also covers the SeNB UE X2AP ID, the UE Security Capability, SeNB Security Key, E-RAB List etc. In summary, as long as the SeNB is kept, no matter the UE context associated with the source MeNB in the SeNB is kept and modified as the UE context associated with the target MeNB or the UE context associated with the target MeNB is newly established and maintained the relationship with the UE context associated with the source MeNB, the indicator should be included in the Handover Request Acknowledge message and the SeNB Release Request message to release the UE context associated with the source MeNB in the SeNB. The only difference is, in different cases, the content of UE context associated with source MeNB which the SeNB shall release upon receipt of the indicator is different.  
Proposal 1: The indicator should be included in the Handover Request Acknowledge message and the SeNB Release Request message as long as the SeNB is kept.
Accordingly, the definition of the indicator is as follows:
The indicator is used to indicate that the SeNB is kept in the inter-MeNB handover without SeNB change procedure. 

Proposal 2: The indicator is introduced to indicate that the SeNB is kept in the inter-MeNB handover without SeNB change procedure.
3   Conclusion
In the contribution, we mainly discussed in what situation it should include the indicator and how to define the indicator. It is proposed RAN3 to agree the following proposals and the related CRs in [3][4]:
Proposal 1: The indicator should be included in the Handover Request Acknowledge message and the SeNB Release Request message as long as the SeNB is kept.

Proposal 2: The indicator is introduced to indicate that the SeNB is kept in the inter-MeNB handover without SeNB change procedure.
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