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1
Introduction
In RAN3#89 meeting the baseline CRs were provided in [1] and [2]. In this contribution we will have a discussion and propose to perform down selection of the UE context release options.
2
Discussion

According to [3], the signnaling procedure of inter-MeNB handover without SeNB change would be as follows:
==
4.3.2.3
Inter-MeNB handover without SeNB change

Inter-MeNB handover without SeNB change is used to transfer context data from a source MeNB to a target MeNB while the context at the SeNB is kept.
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Figure 4.3.2.3-1: Inter-MeNB handover without SeNB change
Figure 4.3.2.3-1 shows an example signaling flow for inter-MeNB handover without SeNB change:
1.
The source MeNB starts the handover procedure by initiating the X2 Handover Preparation procedure. The source MeNB includes the SCG configuration in the HandoverPreparationInformation. The target MeNB needs to know whether the source MeNB has configured SCG resources in order to decide whether the SeNB can be kept, in which case the target MeNB needs to be able to contact the SeNB. The source MeNB may include the SeNB ID in the Handover Request message or alternatively the target MeNB can detect the identity of the SeNB from the RRC container in Handover Request message. Slight preference of RAN3 is to include the SeNB ID in the Handover Request message explicitly.
2.
The target MeNB sends SeNB Addition Request to the SeNB including the SeNB UE X2AP ID as a reference to the UE context in the SeNB that was established by the Source MeNB.

3.
The SeNB replies with SeNB Addition Request Acknowledge.
4.
The target MeNB includes the field in HO command which includes SCG configuration, and may also provide forwarding addresses to the source eNB.
Only two options left here to handle UE context release: (option 2 is removed from the table in last meeting)
Option 1: Both SeNB Release Request in step 5 and UE Context Release in step 18 are kept without adding a new IE to the messages. Specification work for the procedural description in stage 3 is needed.

Option 2: An explicit indicator is included in the Handover Request Acknowledge message in case the SeNB keeps unchanged. UE Context Release in step 18 is skipped.

Option 3: An explicit indicator is included in the Handover Request Acknowledge message, the SeNB Release Request message and the, UE Context Release message. Upon receiving this indicator, the SeNB shall only trigger the release of resources related to the UE-associated signalling connection between the source MeNB and the SeNB.

5.
The source MeNB sends SeNB Release Request to the SeNB.

6.
The target MeNB triggers the UE to apply the new configuration.
7/8.
The UE synchronizes to the target MeNB and replies with RRCConnectionReconfigurationComplete message.
9.
The UE synchronizes to the SeNB.
10.
If the RRC connection reconfiguration procedure was successful, the target MeNB informs the SeNB.
11/12.
Data forwarding from the source MeNB takes place.

NOTE:
Data Forwarding can be omitted for SCG bearers. 

NOTE:
Direct Data Forwarding from Source MeNB to SeNB is not possible for split bearers.

13-16.
The target MeNB initiates the S1 Path Switch procedure.

17.
The target MeNB initiates the UE Context Release procedure towards the source MeNB.
18.
Upon reception of the UE Context Release message, the SeNB can release C-plane related resource associated to the UE context. Any ongoing data forwarding may continue.
==
In step 5, the SeNB Release Request message is used to inform SeNB to stop providing data to UE and start data forwarding, and UE context information as well as control plane resources will not be removed until step 18 as discussed in [4] even without any explicit indicator provided in SeNB Release Request. Hence from SeNB point of view the explicit indicator in SeNB Release Request message is not required.
Observation 1: there’s no need to add explicit indicator to SeNB Release Request message.

Considering RAN3 has decided to keep both step 5 and step 18, option 1 is more suitable and both S-MeNB and T-MeNB could follow a common behavior for all use cases, i.e. T-MeNB does not need to differentiate whether the indicator is needed or not in handover request Acknowledge message (no indicator needed for all cases), and S-MeNB does not need to differentiate whether the indicator is needed or not in SeNB Release Request message (no indicator needed for all cases), which has less impacts to spec. How to deal with these procedures in SeNB is left for implementation (e.g. SeNB could ignore the UE context release request if it finds the UE is going to continue dual connectivity based on the same context information). 
Proposal 1: There is no need to introduce the explicit indicator to SeNB Release Request and UE Context Release Request messages, and it is proposed to select option 1 to handle UE context release during inter-MeNB handover procedure due to less impact to spec.

3
Conclusions
We propose RAN3 to agree on the following proposals based on the discussions above: 

Observation 1: there’s no need to add explicit indicator to SeNB Release Request message.

Proposal 1: There is no need to introduce the explicit indicator to SeNB Release Request and UE Context Release Request messages, and it is proposed to select option 1 to handle UE context release during inter-MeNB handover procedure due to less impact to spec.
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