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1. Overall Description:

Based on the inputs and queries received in the LS from SA4, and after discussing related RAN1 contributions, the following indications are provided:
· On possible extensions of EVS configurations to higher codec rates (fitting the same SF), it is suggested to exclude the bit-rates in brackets from the EVS configurations A & B (and/or A* & B*) identified by SA4. i.e., configs A & B (and/or A* & B*) should have maximum bit-rates of 8 and 13.2 kbps, respectively, in order to fulfill the SF requirements.

· About CMR, there are not many impacts to the RAB/PHY configuration due to the addition of few extra bits to the EVS payload size. Performance wise, it is not expected to have significant link-efficiency impacts; a more detailed and quantitative assessment would require further analysis. RAN1 would leave the final decision on the number of bits to be used for CMR to SA4, provided this number is small (e.g. less or equal than 7) and provided that SA4 is aware that it is preferable to use as few bits as possible.

· It is considered beneficial and more secure to include low codec rates in EVS configurations, mainly from a capacity and RAB reconfiguration standpoints. Removing the lower codec rates can also impact coverage and retainability, e.g. if a UE transmitting at maximum power is forced to stay on a high codec rate. Therefore RAN1 recommends SA4 to preserve the low codec rates within the set of EVS codec rates to be supported over UTRAN CS.
· Initial simulation results and analysis show that UEP gains over EEP seem limited, thus using EEP for EVS is overall suitable.
2. Actions:

To SA4

ACTION: 
RAN1 asks SA4 to take the above indications into account.
3. Date of Next RAN1 Meetings:
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