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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks RAN2 for their LS, and would like to provide the following information with respect to the questions asked.

1. “What information could be provided so that the eNB can know which MBMS service(s) to provide in which of its cell(s)”

It seems appropriate to base the decision to activate SC-PTM on the result of UE counting for the specific cell(s). However, current MBMS UE counting requires an MBSFN area to be set up beforehand and does not report per-cell UE count. It is worth noting that as UEs move from one cell to another, the counting results will vary significantly with time, especially in case of high UE mobility. This will make it difficult to take a “stable” decision, and seems to severely limit the advantage of SC-PTM with respect to current functionality. This issue should be clarified before further studying possible architecture impacts.
2. “RAN3 to Study which node determines whether to use SC-PTM or MBSFN”
In the current MBMS architecture it is the MCE that performs admission control including radio resource preemption, counting, and suspension/resumption. It seems therefore appropriate to consider the MCE as a candidate to take this decision, according to UE counting results, as discussed above. In case of distributed MCE architecture, such decision would obviously be taken for one or more cells served by a single eNB.
2. Actions:

To RAN2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 asks RAN2 group to take the above into consideration, in particular the issue of UE mobility with respect to the SC-PTM provisioning decision.
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