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1
Introduction
This paper discusses topic regarding band and cell at gNB-DU during UE context setup procedure and proposes a way forward.
2
Discussion

At RAN3#108-e meeting, contribution in [2] proposed to modify the existing framework for band selection, in order to allow gNB-DU to select a band differing from the band selected by the UE and signalled by gNB-CU during UE context setup procedure.

For this discussion it is relevant to refer to earlier RAN3 agreements regarding UE context setup procedure, described in TS 38.470.

<< Excerpt from 38.470 section 5.2.3>>

...

The establishment of the F1 UE context is initiated by the gNB-CU and accepted or rejected by the gNB-DU based on admission control criteria (e.g., resource not available).

...

With this function, gNB-CU requests the gNB-DU to setup or change of the SpCell (as defined in TS 38.321 [10]) for the UE, and the gNB-DU either accepts or rejects the request with appropriate cause value.

With this function, the gNB-CU requests the setup of the SCell(s) at the gNB-DU side, and the gNB-DU accepts all, some or none of the SCell(s) and replies to the gNB-CU. The gNB-CU requests the removal of the SCell(s) for the UE.
<< End of excerpt from 38.470 section 5.2.3>>

It is clear from Stage 2 description that gNB-DU either accepts the proposal from gNB-CU, or rejects it. That is, it does not modify it. This is applicable for both cell and band selection.
Earlier proposal in RAN3 had already suggested to allow gNB-DU to do a different selection/re-selection than what gNB-CU had proposed in the UE context setup request. However, RAN3 converged to a solution in which gNB-DU only either accepts or rejects. In other words, it will not make a re-selection on its own that is different from the request from gNB-CU.

Observation 1: During UE Context Setup procedure, gNB-DU either accepts the proposal from gNB-CU or rejects it. The gNB-DU is not allowed to make a cell or band selection differencing from the incoming request from gNB-CU.

Likewise, in our view there is no actual issue with the existing specification. Contribution in [2] already described in “Option 3” the approach that would follow RAN3 already agreed framework. The gNB-DU after receiving the UE Context Setup request would signal back to the gNB-CU the requested band combination index within the DU to CU RRC Information IE that the gNB-DU wishes to apply for each cell. Subsequently, the gNB-CU may trigger a UE Context Modification procedure to modify the band combination for this UE. 

Proposal 1: Keep existing framework for cell and band selection. The gNB-DU either accepts the proposal from gNB-CU or rejects it, and the gNB-DU is not allowed to make a cell or band selection differencing from the incoming request from gNB-CU.

4
Conclusions
Observation 1: During UE Context Setup procedure, gNB-DU either accepts the proposal from gNB-CU or rejects it. The gNB-DU is not allowed to make a cell or band selection differencing from the incoming request from gNB-CU.

Proposal 1: Keep existing framework for cell and band selection. The gNB-DU either accepts the proposal from gNB-CU or rejects it, and the gNB-DU is not allowed to make a cell or band selection differencing from the incoming request from gNB-CU.
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