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Discussion and Proposal

At the last RAN3 meeting, there was discussion on the option supported by RAN2 that cells operating in PSCell/SCell only mode are not required to broadcast system information other than for radio frame timing and SFN (this option was also referred to as “MIB-only” cells).
A corresponding set of CRs was agreed for X2AP, XnAP in [1], [2], [3], [4].
This set of stage 3 CRs aimed at indirectly clarifying that despite the Served Cell Information NR IE contained semantics description referring to the words “broadcast PLMNs” signalled over XnAP Setup/Configuration Update, these IEs were still to be sent even in the MIB-only case, as configured, even if their interpretation by the peer was to remain based on implementation. 

The following NOTE was added:

NOTE:
Exchange of application level configuration data also applies between two NG-RAN nodes in case the SN (i.e. the gNB) does not broadcast system information other than for radio frame timing and SFN, as specified in the TS 37.340 [8]. How to use this information when this option is used is not explicitly specified.
However, similar situation arises for F1 in the split architecture case where a DU serves cells operating in PSCell/SCell-only mode, with several semantics description referring to “broadcast PLMNs” in the served cell Information:

The similar NOTE is therefore needed to avoid confusion.
Proposal 1: agree the CRs in [5] and [6] for F1AP.
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