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1
Introduction

This is a response paper to the discussion in R3-202207 and to related CRs submitted in R3-202208-R3-202215.
The paper discusses the request from RAN2 to allow skipping the SN Configuration Query procedure before triggering a handover preparation. It provides reasons why not to follow such approach.
2
Discussion

2.1
Formal Reasons
Release

The request from RAN2 is about mobility delay reduction and was first handled in RAN3#107 in February 2020. The requested functionality is clearly an optimisation and therefore out of discussion for Rel-15.
Agenda

The topic was not set on the agenda for that meeting, as we did not agree to continue the discussion. There were no complains on the agenda, so we are not available to spend meeting time on this topic.

Response Liaison Statement
What is left over from that discussion, and what we can agree on, is to reply to the LS in R2-1916622, informing RAN2 that we did on agree on the proposed approach (see R3-202457).

2.2
Technical Reasons
SN terminated bearers have been introduced, among other reasons, to allow high volume traffic passing entirely through SN equipment, w/o creating bottlenecks at the MN. It can be expected that this is a typical deployment approach and mobility handling should respect and support such deployment choice.

Further, it should be of common interest to strive for the best possible mobility performance possible, including mobility scenarios with dual connectivity.

Introducing a scheme that supports blunt release of SN terminated bearers is for sure the wrong approach to ensure the best possible mobility performance – we should not encourage such approach by even specifying respective protocol means.

A reasonable implementation would rather try to keep all bearers during mobility and take appropriate measures, like triggering the preparation early enough. Assuming a source node actually skipping the SN Configuration Query procedure, an reasonable implementation at the target side would try to keep all resources and go for full configuration which of course is hard to achieve in a successful way, if the HO was triggered too late.

3
Conclusion and Proposals
It is proposed to close discussion on that topic, to note the discussion paper in R3-202207 and the CRs in R3-202208 – R3-202215 and to reply to RAN2 as suggested in the response paper R3-202457.
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