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1
Introduction

This TP follows discussions in R3-202138, which basically argues along current 23.501, specifying a clear one-to-one relation between a Network Slice and a Network

Actually, discussions on slice support started at RAN3#107e while looking at NPN impact for F1AP. 

It appeared, that the approach taken in the current BL CR in R3-201595 was rather inspired by the structure of SIB1, an approach which is often taken in F1AP in case of (cell) configuration matters.
This is not suprising, as in F1AP, unlike Xn and NGAP, slice-related information from the gNB-DU introduced in Rel-15 is not provided on a per TAC/node basis, like in the Supported TAI List IE (NGAP) or TAI Support List IE (XnAP) s, but on a per-cell basis (although the IE name contains the term “TAI”).

However, in case of slicing, and following the discussion in R3-202138, this is wrong, because it would allow a Network Slice to be associated with more than one SNPN.
The approach would foresee to separate in F1AP broadcast (cell configuration) information from slice support information in the following way:
-
restrict the usage of the already defined NPN Support Information IE to be associated with the TAI Slice Support List only, and to clearly highlight this in semantics and IE description. In fact, like for the other TPs, the NPN Support Information IE contains a single NID only, the one that is associated with a PLMN Identifier in the Served PLMNs List IE.
-
to introduce (in another TP, but to be discussed here) a new NPN Broadcast Information IE reflecting the structure of information in SIB1

-
one instance, associated with the NR CGI IE on highest level in the Served Cell Information IE and the (sub)set of PLMNs (associated with the NR CGI)
-
another (set of) instance(s) within the Broadcast PLMN Identity Info List IE, which was introduced to allow the CU to be aware of the broadcast information associated with other NR CGI(s) contained in SIB1 for the same physical cell in case RAN sharing with of multiple cell ID broadcast.

Proposal:
It is proposed to separate in F1AP broadcast (cell configuration) information from slice support information.
The already defined NPN Support Information IE shall be only associated with the TAI Slice Support List. in the Served PLMNs IE.
(In fact the NPN Support Information IE contains a single NID only, the one that is associated with a PLMN Identifier in the Served PLMNs List IE).
A schematic implementation is shown below, however, the NPN Broadcast Information is not part of this TP, which only concentrates on Network Slicing aspects..

<<<< Schematic implementation of the NPN Broadcast Information and the NPN Support Information IEs >>>>>

9.3.1.10
Served Cell Information

This IE contains cell configuration information of a cell in the gNB-DU.
	...
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Served PLMNs
	
	1..<maxnoofBPLMNs>
	
	Broadcast PLMNs
	-
	

	>PLMN Identity
	M
	
	9.3.1.14
	
	-
	

	>TAI Slice Support List
	O
	
	Slice Support List

9.3.1.37
	Supported S-NSSAIs per TA. 
	YES
	ignore

	>NPN Support Information
	O
	
	9.3.1.x2
	Supported NPNs per PLMN.
	YES
	reject

	NPN Broadcast Information
	O
	
	9.3.1.xy
	To be explicated in another TP

Contains all NIDs and CAGs associated with the PLMN Identities indicated in the Served PLMNs.
	YES
	reject

	...
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Broadcast PLMN Identity Info List
	
	0..<maxnoofBPLMNsNR-1>
	
	This IE corresponds to the PLMN-IdentityInfoList IE in SIB1 as specified in TS 38.331 [8]. The PLMN Identities and associated information contained in this IE is provided in the same order as broadcast in SIB1.
	YES
	ignore

	>PLMN Identity List
	M
	
	Available PLMN List

9.3.1.65
	
	-
	

	>Extended PLMN Identity List
	O
	
	Extended Available PLMN List

9.3.1.76
	
	-
	

	>5GS-TAC
	O
	
	OCTET STRING (3)
	
	-
	

	>NR Cell Identity
	M
	
	BIT STRING (36)
	
	-
	

	>RANAC
	O
	
	RAN Area Code

9.3.1.57
	
	-
	

	>NPN Broadcast Information
	
	
	9.3.1.xy
	To be explicated in another TP

Contains all NIDs and CAGs associated with the PLMN Identities indicated in the Served PLMNs.
	YES
	reject

	...
	
	
	
	
	
	


<<<< Schematic implementation of the NPN Broadcast Information and the NPN Support Information IEs >>>>>

The TP below suggests corrections to the current BL CR, confined to Network Slicing aspects only.
2
Text Proposal against BL CR in R3-201595 (changes in cyan)
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< First Change >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

9.3.1.10
Served Cell Information

This IE contains cell configuration information of a cell in the gNB-DU.
Editor’s Note:
The exact location of the introduced IE “NPN Support Information” needs to be further discussed.
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	NR CGI
	M
	
	9.3.1.12
	
	-
	

	NR PCI
	M
	
	INTEGER (0..1007)
	Physical Cell ID
	-
	

	5GS TAC
	O
	
	9.3.1.29
	5GS Tracking Area Code
	-
	

	Configured EPS TAC
	O
	
	9.3.1.29a
	
	-
	

	Served PLMNs
	
	1..<maxnoofBPLMNs>
	
	Broadcast PLMNs
	-
	

	>PLMN Identity
	M
	
	9.3.1.14
	
	-
	

	>TAI Slice Support List
	O
	
	Slice Support List

9.3.1.37
	Supported S-NSSAIs per TA. 
	YES
	ignore

	>NPN Support Information
	O
	
	9.3.1.x2
	
	YES
	reject

	CHOICE NR-Mode-Info 
	M
	
	
	
	-
	

	>FDD
	
	
	
	
	-
	

	>>FDD Info
	
	1
	
	
	-
	

	>>>UL FreqInfo
	M
	
	NR Frequency Info

9.3.1.17
	
	-
	

	>>>DL FreqInfo
	M
	
	NR Frequency Info

9.3.1.17
	
	-
	

	>>>UL Transmission Bandwidth
	M
	
	Transmission Bandwidth

9.3.1.15
	
	-
	

	>>>DL Transmission Bandwidth
	M
	
	Transmission Bandwidth

9.3.1.15
	
	-
	

	>TDD
	
	
	
	
	-
	

	>>TDD Info
	
	1
	
	
	-
	

	>>>NR FreqInfo
	M
	
	NR Frequency Info

9.3.1.17
	
	-
	

	>>>Transmission Bandwidth
	M
	
	Transmission Bandwidth

9.3.1.15
	
	-
	

	>>>Intended TDD DL-UL Configuration
	O
	
	9.3.1.89
	
	 YES
	ignore

	Measurement Timing Configuration
	M
	
	OCTET STRING
	Contains the MeasurementTimingConfiguration inter-node message defined in TS 38.331 [8].
	-
	

	RANAC
	O
	
	RAN Area Code

9.3.1.57
	
	YES
	ignore

	Extended Served PLMNs List
	
	0..1
	
	This is included if more than 6 Served PLMNs is to be signalled.
	YES
	ignore

	>Extended Served PLMNs Item
	
	1 ..<maxnoofExtendedBPLMNs>
	
	
	-
	

	>>PLMN Identity
	M
	
	9.3.1.14
	
	-
	

	>>TAI Slice Support List
	O
	
	Slice Support List

9.3.1.37
	Supported S-NSSAIs per TA. 
	-
	

	>>NPN Support Information
	O
	
	9.3.1.x2
	
	YES
	reject

	Cell Direction
	O
	
	9.3.1.78
	
	YES
	ignore

	Cell Type 
	O
	
	9.3.1.87
	
	YES
	ignore

	Broadcast PLMN Identity Info List
	
	0..<maxnoofBPLMNsNR-1>
	
	This IE corresponds to the PLMN-IdentityInfoList IE in SIB1 as specified in TS 38.331 [8]. The PLMN Identities and associated information contained in this IE is provided in the same order as broadcast in SIB1.
	YES
	ignore

	>PLMN Identity List
	M
	
	Available PLMN List

9.3.1.65
	
	-
	

	>Extended PLMN Identity List
	O
	
	Extended Available PLMN List

9.3.1.76
	
	-
	

	>5GS-TAC
	O
	
	OCTET STRING (3)
	
	-
	

	>NR Cell Identity
	M
	
	BIT STRING (36)
	
	-
	

	>RANAC
	O
	
	RAN Area Code

9.3.1.57
	
	-
	

	Aggressor gNB Set ID
	O
	
	9.3.1.93
	This IE indicates the associated aggressor gNB Set ID of the cell
	YES
	ignore

	Victim gNB Set ID
	O
	
	9.3.1.93
	This IE indicates the associated Victim gNB Set ID of the cell
	YES
	ignore


	Range bound
	Explanation

	maxnoofBPLMNs
	Maximum no. of Broadcast PLMN Ids. Value is 6.

	maxnoofExtendedBPLMNs
	Maximum no. of Extended Broadcast PLMN Ids. Value is 6.

	maxnoofBPLMNsNR-1
	Maximum no. of PLMN Ids.broadcast in an NR cell minus 1. Value is 11.


<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< Next Change >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
9.3.1.x1
NID

This IE is used to identify (together with a PLMN identifier) a Stand-alone Non-Public Network. The NID is specified in TS 23.003 [22].

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description

	NID
	M
	
	OCTET STRING (SIZE(7))
	Editor’s Note: Coding and semantics are FFS.


9.3.1.x2
NPN Support Information

This IE contains NPN related non-broadcast information for an NR cell.


	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description

	CHOICE NPN Support Information
	M
	
	
	

	>SNPN 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	>>NID
	M
	
	9.3.1.x1
	This IE is associated with the PLMN Identity and the TAI Slice Support List contained in the Served PLMNs IE.
Together with the PLMN Identity it identifiers the SNPN by the NR cell.


	
	

	
	


<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< Next Change >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
9.4.5
Information Element Definitions

-- ASN1START 

-- **************************************************************

--

-- Information Element Definitions

--

-- **************************************************************

F1AP-IEs {

itu-t (0) identified-organization (4) etsi (0) mobileDomain (0) 

ngran-access (22) modules (3) f1ap (3) version1 (1) f1ap-IEs (2) }

DEFINITIONS AUTOMATIC TAGS ::= 

BEGIN

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< Unmodified Text omitted >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

-- B

BitRate ::= INTEGER (0..4000000000000,...)

BearerTypeChange ::= ENUMERATED {true, ...}

BPLMN-ID-Info-List ::= SEQUENCE (SIZE(1..maxnoofBPLMNsNRminus1)) OF BPLMN-ID-Info-Item

BPLMN-ID-Info-Item ::= SEQUENCE {


pLMN-Identity-List


AvailablePLMNList,


extended-PLMN-Identity-List
ExtendedAvailablePLMN-List
OPTIONAL,


fiveGS-TAC




FiveGS-TAC




OPTIONAL,

nr-cell-ID




NRCellIdentity,

ranac





RANAC





OPTIONAL,


iE-Extensions



ProtocolExtensionContainer { { BPLMN-ID-Info-ItemExtIEs} } OPTIONAL,


...

}

BPLMN-ID-Info-ItemExtIEs F1AP-PROTOCOL-EXTENSION ::= {


...

}

ServedPLMNs-List ::= SEQUENCE (SIZE(1..maxnoofBPLMNs)) OF ServedPLMNs-Item

ServedPLMNs-Item ::= SEQUENCE {


pLMN-Identity



PLMN-Identity,


iE-Extensions



ProtocolExtensionContainer { { ServedPLMNs-ItemExtIEs} } OPTIONAL,


...

}

ServedPLMNs-ItemExtIEs F1AP-PROTOCOL-EXTENSION ::= {

{ ID id-TAISliceSupportList
CRITICALITY ignore
EXTENSION SliceSupportList

PRESENCE optional
}|

{ ID id-NPNSupportInfo
CRITICALITY reject
EXTENSION NPNSupportInfo

PRESENCE optional
},


...

}

-- C

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< Unmodified Text omitted >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

-- N

NeedforGap::= ENUMERATED {true, ...}

Neighbour-Cell-Information-Item ::= SEQUENCE {


nRCGI



NRCGI, 


intendedTDD-DL-ULConfig

IntendedTDD-DL-ULConfig OPTIONAL,


iE-Extensions
ProtocolExtensionContainer { { Neighbour-Cell-Information-ItemExtIEs } }
OPTIONAL

}

Neighbour-Cell-Information-ItemExtIEs 
F1AP-PROTOCOL-EXTENSION ::= {


...

}

NGRANAllocationAndRetentionPriority ::= SEQUENCE {


priorityLevel



PriorityLevel,


pre-emptionCapability

Pre-emptionCapability,


pre-emptionVulnerability
Pre-emptionVulnerability,


iE-Extensions



ProtocolExtensionContainer { {NGRANAllocationAndRetentionPriority-ExtIEs} } OPTIONAL

}

NGRANAllocationAndRetentionPriority-ExtIEs F1AP-PROTOCOL-EXTENSION ::= {


...

}

NID ::= OCTET STRING (SIZE(7))

NR-CGI-List-For-Restart-Item ::= SEQUENCE {


nRCGI



NRCGI,


iE-Extensions

ProtocolExtensionContainer { { NR-CGI-List-For-Restart-ItemExtIEs } }
OPTIONAL,


...

}

NR-CGI-List-For-Restart-ItemExtIEs 
F1AP-PROTOCOL-EXTENSION ::= {


...

}

NonDynamic5QIDescriptor
::= SEQUENCE {


fiveQI





INTEGER (0..255, ...),


qoSPriorityLevel


INTEGER (1..127)



OPTIONAL,


averagingWindow 


AveragingWindow




OPTIONAL,


maxDataBurstVolume


MaxDataBurstVolume



OPTIONAL,


iE-Extensions
ProtocolExtensionContainer { { NonDynamic5QIDescriptor-ExtIEs } } OPTIONAL

}

NonDynamic5QIDescriptor-ExtIEs F1AP-PROTOCOL-EXTENSION ::= {


...

}

Notification-Cause ::= ENUMERATED {fulfilled, not-fulfilled, ...}

NotificationControl ::= ENUMERATED {active, not-active, ...}

NotificationInformation ::= SEQUENCE {


message-Identifier
MessageIdentifier,


serialNumber

SerialNumber,


iE-Extensions
ProtocolExtensionContainer { { NotificationInformationExtIEs} } OPTIONAL,


...

}

NotificationInformationExtIEs

F1AP-PROTOCOL-EXTENSION ::= {


...

}

NPNSupportInfo ::= CHOICE {


sNPN




NIDSupportInfo-SNPN,


choice-extension

ProtocolIE-SingleContainer { { NPNSupportInfo-ExtIEs } } 

}

NPNSupportInfo-ExtIEs

F1AP-PROTOCOL-IES ::= {


...

}

NPNSupportInfo-SNPN ::=  SEQUENCE {


nid



NID,


iE-Extensions
ProtocolExtensionContainer { {NPNSupportInfo-SNPNExtIEs} } OPTIONAL,


...

}

NPNSupportInfo-SNPNExtIEs

F1AP-PROTOCOL-EXTENSION ::= {


...

}
NRFreqInfo ::=  SEQUENCE {


nRARFCN


INTEGER (0..maxNRARFCN),


sul-Information
SUL-Information

OPTIONAL,


freqBandListNr
SEQUENCE (SIZE(1..maxnoofNrCellBands)) OF FreqBandNrItem,


iE-Extensions
ProtocolExtensionContainer { { NRFreqInfoExtIEs} } OPTIONAL,


...

}

NRFreqInfoExtIEs

F1AP-PROTOCOL-EXTENSION ::= {


...

}

NRCGI ::= SEQUENCE {


pLMN-Identity


PLMN-Identity,


nRCellIdentity


NRCellIdentity,


iE-Extensions


ProtocolExtensionContainer { {NRCGI-ExtIEs} } OPTIONAL,


...

}

NRCGI-ExtIEs F1AP-PROTOCOL-EXTENSION ::= {


...

}

NR-Mode-Info ::= CHOICE {


fDD

FDD-Info,


tDD

TDD-Info,


choice-extension


ProtocolIE-SingleContainer { { NR-Mode-Info-ExtIEs} }

}

NR-Mode-Info-ExtIEs F1AP-PROTOCOL-IES ::= {


...

}

NRCellIdentity ::= BIT STRING (SIZE(36))

NRNRB ::= ENUMERATED { nrb11, nrb18, nrb24, nrb25, nrb31, nrb32, nrb38, nrb51, nrb52, nrb65, nrb66, nrb78, nrb79, nrb93, nrb106, nrb107, nrb121, nrb132, nrb133, nrb135, nrb160, nrb162, nrb189, nrb216, nrb217, nrb245, nrb264, nrb270, nrb273, ...}

NRPCI ::= INTEGER(0..1007)

NRSCS ::= ENUMERATED { scs15, scs30, scs60, scs120, ...}

NumberOfBroadcasts ::= INTEGER (0..65535)

NumberofBroadcastRequest ::= INTEGER (0..65535)

NumDLULSymbols ::= SEQUENCE {


numDLSymbols
INTEGER (0..13, ...),


numULSymbols
INTEGER (0..13, ...),


iE-Extensions


ProtocolExtensionContainer { { NumDLULSymbols-ExtIEs} } OPTIONAL

}

NumDLULSymbols-ExtIEs F1AP-PROTOCOL-EXTENSION ::= {


...

}

-- O

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< End of Changes >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
