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1	Introduction
In this paper we discuss a stage 3 issue relative to en-gNB Selected TAI and look at solution alternatives.
2	Discussion
In the S1AP ENB CONFIGURATION TRANSFER message, the Target en-gNB Selected TAI is indicated as optional in the tabular description:

	>CHOICE Transfer Type
	M
	
	
	

	>>Request
	
	
	
	NOTE: Used if the SON Information IE indicates a request.

	>>>Source eNB-ID
	
	1
	
	

	>>>>Global eNB ID
	M
	
	9.2.1.37
	

	>>>>Selected TAI
	M
	
	TAI
9.2.3.16
	

	>>>Target en-gNB-ID
	
	1
	
	

	>>>>Global en-gNB ID
	M
	
	9.2.1.37a
	

	>>>>Selected TAI
	O
	
	TAI
9.2.3.16
	NOTE: The Selected TAI is a 4G TAI and should, if available, correspond to the TAI configured at the en-gNB, however, this TAI is not broadcast by the respective NR cell and may not always be available from UE reporting TAIs of overlapping E-UTRA cells.



The rationale of having this Selected TAI optionally present is explained in the highlighted semantics description. In absence of any TAI for the target node, the MME would not attempt inter-MME routing of the carried information, but assume intra-MME routing based on global node identifiers.

However, and unfortunately, the high-lighted Selected TAI IE is mandatorily present in the ASN.1 definition.

We believe at least three options should be considered by RAN3 to solve this issue.

· Option 1: Use a reserved TAC value to indicate absence of TAI. Such reserved values are indicated in TS 23.003. However RAN3 earlier discussed usage of these reserved values which might need SA2 confirmation.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Option 2: If Selected TAI is not known, the eNB always populates this IE using its own TAI. In this case the MME will have to assume intra-MME routing and ignore this IE if any other TAI information is present in the message.
· Option 3: Correct using non-backwards compatible technique, i.e. update ASN.1 so that the IE becomes optional as per current tabular definition. An advantage of this solution may be less error-prone and streamlined handling in the MME.

Proposal: RAN3 to choose between available options for correction of the described Selected TAI issue.

For the purpose of illustration, we have submitted Rel-15 and Rel-16 CRs to the present meeting based on option 2.


3	Conclusion
We have made the following proposal.
Proposal: RAN3 to choose between available options for correction of the described Selected TAI issue.

For the purpose of illustration, we have submitted Rel-15 and Rel-16 CRs to the present meeting based on option 2 in [1] and [2].
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