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1. Introduction
As part of R16 CLI work item, RAN3 defined “Intended TDD UL-DL Configuration” IE exchange over Xn and F1. This information enables inter-cell CLI mitigation by scheduling and power control. The coding of the IE cannot support all the slot formats of the TDD UL/DL configurations. This paper proposes solution to support all the slot formats in intended TDD UL-DL configurations.
2. Discussion
NR TDD UL-DL configuration is quite flexible. Each slot can be defined as either uplink, downlink or flexible (both UL and DL). For flexible slot, NR defined 54 kinds of formats, as shown in below table from 3GPP TS38.213. 
[bookmark: _Hlk512253773]Table 11.1.1-1: Slot formats for normal cyclic prefix
	Format
	Symbol number in a slot

	
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13

	0
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D

	1
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U

	2
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F

	3
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	F

	4
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	F
	F

	5
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	F
	F
	F

	6
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	F
	F
	F
	F

	7
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F

	8
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	U

	9
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	U
	U

	10
	F
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U

	11
	F
	F
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U

	12
	F
	F
	F
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U

	13
	F
	F
	F
	F
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U

	14
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U

	15
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U

	16
	D
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F

	17
	D
	D
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F

	18
	D
	D
	D
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F

	19
	D
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	U

	20
	D
	D
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	U

	21
	D
	D
	D
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	U

	22
	D
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	U
	U

	23
	D
	D
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	U
	U

	24
	D
	D
	D
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	U
	U

	25
	D
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	U
	U
	U

	26
	D
	D
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	U
	U
	U

	27
	D
	D
	D
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	U
	U
	U

	28
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	F
	U

	29
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	F
	F
	U

	30
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	F
	F
	F
	U

	31
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	F
	U
	U

	32
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	F
	F
	U
	U

	33
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	F
	F
	F
	U
	U

	34
	D
	F
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U

	35
	D
	D
	F
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U

	36
	D
	D
	D
	F
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U

	37
	D
	F
	F
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U

	38
	D
	D
	F
	F
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U

	39
	D
	D
	D
	F
	F
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U

	40
	D
	F
	F
	F
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U

	41
	D
	D
	F
	F
	F
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U

	42
	D
	D
	D
	F
	F
	F
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U

	43
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	F
	F
	F
	F
	U

	44
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	U
	U

	45
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	F
	F
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U

	46
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	F
	U
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	F
	U

	47
	D
	D
	F
	U
	U
	U
	U
	D
	D
	F
	U
	U
	U
	U

	48
	D
	F
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U
	D
	F
	U
	U
	U
	U
	U

	49
	D
	D
	D
	D
	F
	F
	U
	D
	D
	D
	D
	F
	F
	U

	50
	D
	D
	F
	F
	U
	U
	U
	D
	D
	F
	F
	U
	U
	U

	51
	D
	F
	F
	U
	U
	U
	U
	D
	F
	F
	U
	U
	U
	U

	52
	D
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	U
	D
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	U

	53
	D
	D
	F
	F
	F
	F
	U
	D
	D
	F
	F
	F
	F
	U

	54
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D

	55
	D
	D
	F
	F
	F
	U
	U
	U
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D

	56 – 254 
	Reserved

	255
	UE determines the slot format for the slot based on tdd-UL-DL-ConfigurationCommon, or tdd-UL-DL-ConfigurationDedicated and, if any, on detected DCI formats



RAN3 defined “Intended TDD DL-UL Configuration NR” IE for the TDD configuration exchange over Xn and F1, as shown in table below.

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE Type and Reference
	Semantics Description

	NR SCS
	M
	
	ENUMERATED (scs15, scs30, scs60, scs120, …)
	The values scs15, scs30, scs60 and scs120 corresponds to the sub carrier spacing in TS 38.104 [24].

	NR Cyclic Prefix
	M
	
	ENUMERATED (Normal, Extended, …)
	The type of cyclic prefix, which determines the number of symbols in a slot.

	NR DL-UL Transmission Periodicity
	M
	
	ENUMERATED (ms0p5, ms0p625, ms1, ms1p25, ms2, ms2p5, ms3, ms4, ms5, ms10, ms20, ms40, ms60, ms80, ms100, ms120, ms140, ms160, …)
	The periodicity is expressed in the format msXpYZ, and equals X.YZ milliseconds.

	Slot Configuration List
	
	1
	
	

	>Slot Configuration List Item
	
	1..<maxnoofslots>
	
	

	>>Slot Index
	
	
	INTEGER (0..319)
	

	>>CHOICE Symbol Allocation in Slot
	M
	
	
	

	>>>All DL
	
	
	
	

	>>>All UL
	
	
	
	

	>>>Both DL and UL
	
	
	
	

	>>>>Number of DL Symbols
	M
	
	INTEGER (0..13)
	Number of consecutive DL symbols at the beginning of the slot identified by Slot Index. If extended cyclic prefix is used, the maximum value is 11.

	>>>>Number of UL Symbols
	M
	
	INTEGER (0..13)
	Number of consecutive UL symbols in the end of the slot identified by Slot Index. If extended cyclic prefix is used, the maximum value is 11.


This IE can support slot formats 0-45, but cannot support slot format 46-55. Slot formats 46-53 and 55 have more than twice DL-UL direction switching. Format 54 starts with “F” and ends with “D”, instead of starting with “D” and end with “U”, therefore cannot be supported by this IE too.
Issue 1: Current “Intended TDD DL-UL Configuration NR” IE does not support flexible slot format 46-55 (Table 11.1.1-1 of 3GPP TS 38.213).
If we allow the “slot” in this IE to be half slot, all the slot formats can be supported. The receiving node can differentiate the slot type (slot or half-slot) per NR SCS and “NR DL-UL Transmission Periodicity”:
· Slot: log2(SCS/15KHz) * NR DL-UL Transmission Periodicity = length of slot configuration list
· Half-slot: log2(SCS/15KHz) * NR DL-UL Transmission Periodicity < length of slot configuration list. 
Proposal 1: Extended the slot in XnAP/F1AP “Intended TDD DL-UL Configuration NR” IE to be either slot or half slot. Receiving side differentiates the slot type (slot vs. half-slot) by comparing log2(SCS/15KHz) * NR DL-UL Transmission Periodicity and length of slot configuration list.
The max length of the slot configuration list i.e. maxnoofslots is 320. This length can support full flexibility of 10ms “NR DL-UL Transmission Periodicity”. The maximum “NR DL-UL Transmission Periodicity” is 160ms. To support full TDD UL/DL configuration flexibility, the maxnoofslots should be extended to 320*16=5120.
	
Issue 2: The maximum length of “slot configuration list” is insufficient to support the 160ms TDD UL/DL Transmission Periodicity with full flexibility.
[bookmark: _Hlk37338776]Proposal 2: Extend the maxnoofslots to 320*16=5120 to support 160ms NR DL-UL Transmission Periodicity.
3. Conclusion 
The following conclusions and observations have been made in this document:
Issue 1: Current “Intended TDD DL-UL Configuration NR” IE does not support flexible slot format 46-55 (Table 11.1.1-1 of 3GPP TS 38.213).
Proposal 1: Extended the slot in XnAP/F1AP “Intended TDD DL-UL Configuration NR” IE to be either slot or half slot. Receiving side differentiates the slot type (slot vs. half-slot) by comparing log2(SCS/15KHz) * NR DL-UL Transmission Periodicity and length of slot configuration list.
Issue 2: The maximum length of “slot configuration list” is insufficient to support the 160ms TDD UL/DL Transmission Periodicity with full flexibility.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Proposal 2: Proposal 2: Extend the maxnoofslots to 320*16=5120 to support 160ms NR DL-UL Transmission Periodicity.

