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1.	Overall description
RAN2 thanks SA2 for the LS on the number of bearers (S2-176693).  RAN2 discussed further the impacts of supporting larger number of bearers.
SA2 question:
SA2 kindly requests RAN2 to provide feedback on the following: 
· Whether it would be feasible, in Rel-15 time frame, to increase the maximum number of E-UTRA data radio bearers to 15 or 16 and improve the flexibility in the combination of using Acknowledged Mode (AM) and Unacknowledged Mode (UM) 
· What is the assumption for the maximum number of DRBs supported in NR
RAN2 response:
While it is feasible to increase the number of DRBs to 16, doing so will increase the layer 2 overhead of packets and reduce performance.  It will also increase complexity in terms of UE capability signalling and supporting different types of UEs in the network.
RAN2 would like to point out that the current specifications do not limit the number of UM and AM DRBs to 3 and 5 respectively.  However, there is no capability signalling for number of UM and AM DRBs other than the FGI bit indicating the combination of 5x AM and 3x UM DRBs for IOT testing.  Introducing different combinations of UM and AM bearers will increase complexity in terms of UE capability signalling and supporting different types of UEs in the network.
RAN2 has not yet discussed number of supported DRBs in NR.  The topic is considered lower priority until Non-standalone topics are complete.  RAN2 would like to already point out that is possible to support larger number of QoS flows than DRBs in NR since the mapping from QoS flow to DRB is flexible.  It is not possible to support larger number of PDU sessions than DRBs.  
2	Actions
To SA2:
ACTION: RAN2 kindly asks SA2 to take note of RAN2 response.   
3	Dates of next TSG RAN WG2 meetings
3GPPRAN2#100 	27 Nov - 1 Dec 2017    	Reno, Nevada  	US  
 3GPPRAN2-AH-1801 	22 - 26 Jan 2018    	US  		US  	
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