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3
Definitions, symbols and abbreviations

3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the following terms and definitions apply.

Access Control: the process that checks whether a UE is allowed to access and to be granted services in a closed cell.

Carrier frequency: center frequency of the cell.

Cell: combination of downlink and optionally uplink resources. The linking between the carrier frequency of the downlink resources and the carrier frequency of the uplink resources is indicated in the system information transmitted on the downlink resources. 

Cell Group: in dual connectivity, a group of serving cells associated with either the MeNB or the SeNB.
CSG Cell: a cell broadcasting a CSG indicator set to true and a specific CSG identity.

CSG ID Validation: the process that checks whether the CSG ID received via handover messages is the same as the one broadcast by the target E-UTRAN.

CSG member cell: a cell broadcasting the identity of the selected PLMN, registered PLMN or equivalent PLMN and for which the CSG whitelist of the UE includes an entry comprising cell’s CSG ID and the respective PLMN identity.
Dual Connectivity: mode of operation of a UE in RRC_CONNECTED, configured with a Master Cell Group and a Secondary Cell Group.
E-RAB: an E-RAB uniquely identifies the concatenation of an S1 Bearer and the corresponding Data Radio Bearer. When an E-RAB exists, there is a one-to-one mapping between this E-RAB and an EPS bearer of the Non Access Stratum as defined in [17].

Frequency layer: set of cells with the same carrier frequency.

Handover: procedure that changes the serving cell of a UE in RRC_CONNECTED.

Hybrid cell: a cell broadcasting a CSG indicator set to false and a specific CSG identity. This cell is accessible as a CSG cell by UEs which are members of the CSG and as a normal cell by all other UEs.

Local Home Network: as defined in TS 23.401 [17].
Master Cell Group: in dual connectivity, a group of serving cells associated with the MeNB, comprising of the PCell and optionally one or more SCells.
Master eNB: in dual connectivity, the eNB which terminates at least S1-MME.
MCG bearer: in dual connectivity, a bearer whose radio protocols are only located in the MeNB to use MeNB resources only.
MBMS-dedicated cell: cell dedicated to MBMS transmission. MBMS-dedicated cell is not supported in this release.

MBMS/Unicast-mixed: cell supporting both unicast and MBMS transmissions.

Membership Verification: The process that checks whether a UE is a member or non-member of a hybrid cell.

PLMN ID Check: the process that checks whether a PLMN ID is the RPLMN identity or an EPLMN identity of the UE.
Power saving mode: Mode configured and controlled by NAS that allows the UE to reduce its power consumption, as defined in TS 24.301 [20], TS 23.401 [17], TS 23.682 [57].

Primary PUCCH group: A group of serving cells including PCell whose PUCCH signalling is associated with the PUCCH on PCell. 
Primary Timing Advance Group: Timing Advance Group containing the PCell. In this specification, Primary Timing Advance Group refers also to Timing Advance Group containing the PSCell unless explicitly stated otherwise.
Public Safety ProSe Carrier: Carrier frequency for public safety ProSe Direct Communication.

PUCCH group: Either primary PUCCH group or a secondary PUCCH group.
PUCCH SCell: a Secondary Cell configured with PUCCH.
SCG bearer: in dual connectivity, a bearer whose radio protocols are only located in the SeNB to use SeNB resources.

Secondary Cell Group: in dual connectivity, a group of serving cells associated with the SeNB, comprising of PSCell and optionally one or more SCells.
Secondary eNB: in dual connectivity, the eNB that is providing additional radio resources for the UE but is not the Master eNB.
Secondary PUCCH group: A group of SCells whose PUCCH signalling is associated with the PUCCH on the PUCCH SCell.
Secondary Timing Advance Group: Timing Advance Group containing neither the PCell nor PSCell.

Sidelink: UE to UE interface for ProSe Direct Communication and ProSe Direct Discovery. The Sidelink corresponds to the PC5 interface as defined in TS 23.303 [62].

Sidelink Control period: Period over which resources are allocated in a cell for Sidelink Control and Sidelink Data transmissions. The Sidelink Control period corresponds to the PSCCH period as defined in TS 36.213 [6].
Split bearer: in dual connectivity, a bearer whose radio protocols are located in both the MeNB and the SeNB to use both MeNB and SeNB resources.

Timing Advance Group: a group of serving cells that is configured by RRC and that, for the cells with an UL configured, use the same timing reference cell and the same Timing Advance value.
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5.2.3
Physical uplink control channel

The PUCCH shall be mapped to a control channel resource in the uplink.
Depending on presence or absence of uplink timing synchronization, the uplink physical control signalling for scheduling request can differ.
In the case of time synchronization being present for the pTAG, the outband control signalling consists of:

-
CSI;

-
ACK/NAK;

-
Scheduling Request (SR).

The CSI informs the scheduler about the current channel conditions as seen by the UE. If MIMO transmission is used, the CSI includes necessary MIMO-related feedback.

The HARQ feedback in response to downlink data transmission consists of a single ACK/NAK bit per transport block in case of non-bundling configuration.
PUCCH resources for SR and CSI reporting are assigned and can be revoked through RRC signalling. An SR is not necessarily assigned to UEs acquiring synchronization through the RACH (i.e. synchronised UEs may or may not have a dedicated SR channel). PUCCH resources for SR and CSI are lost when the UE is no longer synchronized.

PUCCH is transmitted on PCell, PUCCH SCell (if such configured in CA) and on PSCell (in DC).



The physical layer supports simultaneous transmission of PUCCH and PUSCH.
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5.5
Carrier Aggregation

In Carrier Aggregation (CA), two or more Component Carriers (CCs) are aggregated in order to support wider transmission bandwidths up to 640MHz. A UE may simultaneously receive or transmit on one or multiple CCs depending on its capabilities:

-
A UE with single timing advance capability for CA can simultaneously receive and/or transmit on multiple CCs corresponding to multiple serving cells sharing the same timing advance (multiple serving cells grouped in one TAG);

-
A UE with multiple timing advance capability for CA can simultaneously receive and/or transmit on multiple CCs corresponding to multiple serving cells with different timing advances (multiple serving cells grouped in multiple TAGs). E-UTRAN ensures that each TAG contains at least one serving cell;

-
A non-CA capable UE can receive on a single CC and transmit on a single CC corresponding to one serving cell only (one serving cell in one TAG).

CA is supported for both contiguous and non-contiguous CCs with each CC limited to a maximum of 110 Resource Blocks in the frequency domain using the Rel-8/9 numerology.

CA is supported both between same and different duplex CCs.

It is possible to configure a UE to aggregate a different number of CCs originating from the same eNB and of possibly different bandwidths in the UL and the DL:

-
The number of DL CCs that can be configured depends on the DL aggregation capability of the UE;

-
The number of UL CCs that can be configured depends on the UL aggregation capability of the UE;

-
It is not possible to configure a UE with more UL CCs than DL CCs;

-
In typical TDD deployments, the number of CCs and the bandwidth of each CC in UL and DL is the same.

-
The number of TAGs that can be configured depends on the TAG capability of the UE.

CCs originating from the same eNB need not to provide the same coverage.

CCs shall be LTE Rel-8/9 compatible. Nevertheless, existing mechanisms (e.g. barring) may be used to avoid Rel-8/9 UEs to camp on a CC.

The spacing between centre frequencies of contiguously aggregated CCs shall be a multiple of 300 kHz. This is in order to be compatible with the 100 kHz frequency raster of Rel-8/9 and at the same time preserve orthogonality of the subcarriers with 15 kHz spacing. Depending on the aggregation scenario, the n ( 300 kHz spacing can be facilitated by insertion of a low number of unused subcarriers between contiguous CCs.

For TDD CA, the downlink/uplink configuration is identical across component carriers in the same band and may be the same or different across component carriers in different bands.
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7.5
Carrier Aggregation

When CA is configured, the UE only has one RRC connection with the network. At RRC connection establishment/re-establishment/handover, one serving cell provides the NAS mobility information (e.g. TAI), and at RRC connection re-establishment/handover, one serving cell provides the security input. This cell is referred to as the Primary Cell (PCell). In the downlink, the carrier corresponding to the PCell is the Downlink Primary Component Carrier (DL PCC) while in the uplink it is the Uplink Primary Component Carrier (UL PCC).

Depending on UE capabilities, Secondary Cells (SCells) can be configured to form together with the PCell a set of serving cells. In the downlink, the carrier corresponding to an SCell is a Downlink Secondary Component Carrier (DL SCC) while in the uplink it is an Uplink Secondary Component Carrier (UL SCC).

The configured set of serving cells for a UE therefore always consists of one PCell and one or more SCells:

-
For each SCell the usage of uplink resources by the UE in addition to the downlink ones is configurable (the number of DL SCCs configured is therefore always larger than or equal to the number of UL SCCs and no SCell can be configured for usage of uplink resources only); 

-
From a UE viewpoint, each uplink resource only belongs to one serving cell;

-
The number of serving cells that can be configured depends on the aggregation capability of the UE (see subclause 5.5);

-
PCell can only be changed with handover procedure (i.e. with security key change and RACH procedure);

-
PCell is used for transmission of PUCCH;

-
If DC is not configured one additional PUCCH can be configured on a SCell, the PUCCH SCell;
-
Unlike SCells, PCell cannot be de-activated (see subclause 11.2);

-
Re-establishment is triggered when PCell experiences RLF, not when SCells experience RLF; 

-
NAS information is taken from PCell.

The reconfiguration, addition and removal of SCells can be performed by RRC. At intra-LTE handover, RRC can also add, remove, or reconfigure SCells for usage with the target PCell. When adding a new SCell, dedicated RRC signalling is used for sending all required system information of the SCell i.e. while in connected mode, UEs need not acquire broadcasted system information directly from the SCells.

When a PUCCH SCell is configured, RRC configures the mapping of each serving cell to Primary PUCCH group or Secondary PUCCH group, i.e., for each SCell whether the PCell or the PUCCH SCell is used for the transmission of ACK/NAKs and CSI reports.
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11.2
Activation/Deactivation Mechanism

To enable reasonable UE battery consumption when CA is configured, an activation/deactivation mechanism of SCells is supported (i.e. activation/deactivation does not apply to PCell). When an SCell is deactivated, the UE does not need to receive the corresponding PDCCH or PDSCH, cannot transmit in the corresponding uplink, nor is it required to perform CQI measurements. Conversely, when an SCell is active, the UE shall receive PDSCH and PDCCH (if the UE is configured to monitor PDCCH from this SCell), and is expected to be able to perform CQI measurements. While PUCCH SCell is deactivated, SCells using this SCell for the transmission of PUCCH should not be activated.
The activation/deactivation mechanism is based on the combination of a MAC control element and deactivation timers. The MAC control element carries a bitmap for the activation and deactivation of SCells: a bit set to 1 denotes activation of the corresponding SCell, while a bit set to 0 denotes deactivation. With the bitmap, SCells can be activated and deactivated individually, and a single activation/deactivation command can activate/deactivate a subset of the SCells. One deactivation timer is maintained per SCell but one common value is configured per UE by RRC.

At reconfiguration without mobility control information:

-
SCells added to the set of serving cells are initially "deactivated";

-
SCells which remain in the set of serving cells (either unchanged or reconfigured) do not change their activation status ("activated" or "deactivated").

At reconfiguration with mobility control information (i.e. handover):

-
SCells are "deactivated".
In DC, the serving cells of the MCG other than the PCell can only be activated/deactivated by the MAC Control Element received on MCG, and the serving cells of the SCG other than PSCell can only be activated/ deactivated by the MAC Control Element received on SCG. The MAC entity applies the bitmap for the associated cells of either MCG or SCG. PSCell in SCG is always activated like the PCell (i.e. deactivation timer is not applied to PSCell). With the exception of PUCCH SCell, one deactivation timer is maintained per SCell but one common value is configured per CG by RRC.
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