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1 Overall description
In the RAN2#105bis meeting, following agreements were achieved for IAB flow control.
· Flow control is supported in both upstream and downstream directions in order to avoid congestion-related packet drops on IAB-nodes and IAB-donor DU. 
· In upstream direction, UL scheduling is considered baseline for hop-by-hop flow control. End-to-end flow control is FFS. 
· In downstream direction, the NR UP protocol is considered baseline for end-to-end flow control. Hop-by-hop flow control is FFS. 
For the DL E2E flow control, the NR UP protocol is considered as baseline for DL end-to-end flow control, where DU can provide a DDDS frame which only supports UE DRB granularity to CU-UP by F1-U to handle downlink congestion. Since the current F1-U based mechanism is design for traditional access link, the need for additional enhancements of multi-hop backhaul link should be further clarified and studied.
Question 1: Whether the current F1-U based mechanism is sufficient for IAB DL E2E flow control? 
For the UL E2E flow control, UL scheduling is considered as baseline for hop-by-hop flow control and this can be left to IAB node implementation. In order to have a unified design for both DL and UL E2E flow control, whether to introduce E2E flow control mechanism for UL can be decided by RAN3.
Question 2: Whether to introduce the E2E flow control mechanism for IAB UL?
2 Actions
RAN2 respectfully asks RAN3 to work on the detailed design of IAB UL and DL E2E flow control mechanisms, taking the above into account.
3 Date of next RAN2 meetings 
3GPPRAN2#107	26 - 30 August 2019   	Prague   	Czechoslovakia
3GPPRAN2#107bis	14 - 18 October 2019   	China
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