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1. Overall Description:
RAN2 thank SA2 for their LS in “Reply LS on Interim conclusions for SA2 study on Radio Capabilities Signalling Optimisations (FS_RACS)”.

Regarding your questions:
Q1: “SA2 understands that the existing RAN-based filtering mechanisms in NR is primarily intended to minimize the amount of signalling on the radio interface. With this in mind, SA2 would like to understand whether there is any use for such filtering (and generally any filtering of radio capabilities) when RACS is used. SA2 understands a similar mechanism is also available in E-UTRA.”
A1:RAN2 believes there is still a need to perform Filtering to minimize the amount of information sent over the Radio interface. A PLMN-Wide Filter, i.e. a PLMN-wide filter applied for all RAN nodes and provisioned in the RAN nodes, is beneficial in RACS context as this allows to then map this to a UE capability ID that is valid PLMN-Wide and provide all the information that is sufficient for all RAN nodes to handle the UEs in the PLMN. This is the best possible approximation of the benefits achievable with a Manufacturer assigned ID.
Q2: SA2 would further like to understand when filtering is used how an NG-RAN node determines (as of Rel-15) whether or not to require additional UE radio capabilities from the UE i.e. at handover and at connection set-up.
A2: Since a PLMN-Wide filter is adopted, the RAN nodes are expected to have all the information they need. All RAN nodes are aware of what filter is used. 

2. Actions:
To SA2 WG.
ACTION: 	RAN2 respectfully asks SA2 to take the above answers into account.
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