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1	Introduction
This contribution intends to establish common understanding with respect to the content of the final IMT-2020 submission based on the schedule and content as discussion in the last RAN plenary ([1]) and the recent guidance by the RAN chairman ([2]).

2	Discussion
In the last RAN plenary #77 meeting in Sept, the agreement was reached with respect to the overall schedule and scope of IMT-2020 submission to ITU-R (RP-172098 [1]). The overall schedule figure from [1] is quoted below.
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Figure 1: IMT-2020 submission schedule (from RP-172098 [1])

In addition, RAN chairman sent an email to RAN reflector on 29th Sept. 2017 providing guidance on RAN operation with respect to the 5G work going forward [2]. In this email, the chairman made several proposals, one of which is the prospective timeline with respect to the approval of new SI/WI in 2018.
	
1. One can crunch some fractional TUs here and there, but the reality is clear: there is no space for additional new items in 1H/2018. 
At the same time there is continued strong industry interest to bring in new SI/WI proposals towards Rel-16. 
To balance these two factors my suggestion is to schedule online discussion time for new SI/WI proposals in the coming RAN plenary meetings, but potential approval of any new proposed SI/WI will be targeted to June/2018 at the earliest.
Note that continuation of an existing SI to a WI should still be possible even before June/2018. 




There have been follow up emails in the reflector from multiple companies, expressing the support of the chairman's proposal.
According to this guidance, considering the agreed submission schedule shown above, approval of new SI/WI in June 2018 implies that there is exactly 12 months before the final submission to ITU-R (RAN plenary #84, June 2019 / WD 5D #32 in July 2019).
This implies that new SI/WI approved in June 2018 onward will have rather limited amount of time to complete the work before the submission window closes.
We acknowledge that some of the new SI/WI may have no implication to IMT-2020 submission, in which case, this consideration is not relevant.  However, if the new SI/WI does have intention to be included in IMT-2020 submission, then this schedule implication needs to be taken into account.
Based on these observations, if the new SI/WI that is approved beyond June 2018 is intended to be included in IMT-2020 submission, we should acknowledge that the chance to make it into the final IMT-2020 submission content appears challenging from schedule perspective.  In other words, the final submission content may quite possibly consist of the SI/WI that have already been approved.

3	Conclusion
Based on the discussion above, it is proposed that we take the following statement as the common understanding in TSG RAN with respect to the IMT-2020 submission.
The final submission content to IMT-2020 may likely consist of the result of SIs/WIs that have already been approved. The new SIs/WIs approved in 2018 will be challenging from schedule perspective, and may not be in the final submission.
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