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1 Introduction

3GPP RAN is facing a challenging task for specifying the 5G system in Rel-15 with a December 2017 target for LTE/NR dual connectivity and June 2018 for standalone NR. This document discusses the possibility to control the scope of the September 2017 RAN plenary meeting in order to provide more time for delegates to properly prepare for the RAN WG ad-hoc meetings that will take place the week after RAN#77.
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Expected submission deadlines:

· RAN#76: Sept 4th 

· RAN1 ad-hoc: Sept 9th
2 Discussion
Several facts call for a careful consideration of the scope of RAN#77 in Sept 2017, noting that there are a number of RAN plenary delegates deeply involved in WG meetings preparation (especially WG chairs):

· RAN WG ad-hoc meetings will take place the week after RAN#77, making the RAN#77 meeting week coincide with the review of contributions submitted to the WGs.

· The preparation of contributions for submission to the WGs will also reduce the amount of time available for preparing for the RAN plenary meeting the week before RAN#77.
· Approval of new WIs for LTE can be anticipated at RAN#77 with the availability of some new LTE TU in RAN WGs. On the other hand it is not anticipated that time would need to be spent on discussing new proposals for NR.
3 Summary
In conclusion to the above considerations, it is proposed to:
· allow approval of new LTE WIs for RAN1/2/3/4 at RAN#77 within the available TU
· consider reducing the online time used at RAN#77:

· option 1: retain a 4 day-TSG but close earlier each day when possible (e.g. 2 or 3 pm)

· option 2: shorten RAN#77 to 3 days, e.g. Mon-Wed or Tue-Thu or Wed-Fri
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